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THE BIG STRIKE 


D USTY HOWLAND didn’t like the looks 
of the three men who visited him that 
morning. They had that scent of lawlessness 
about them that forty years in the rough west 
had taught Dusty to spot immediately. But 
the dream of all prospectors — the thought that 
just one more try would yield them a big for- 
tune — burned hot in Dusty, and he took the 
job that the men offered. He needed the money 
to fit himself out for another prospecting ex- 
pedition. Therefore, he agreed to conduct the 
men and their boss through abandoned Silver- 
pile Mine for fifty dollars. The mine was 
played out and only a few ancient, .prospectors 
worked it, but Dusty wasn’t gafmg to argue 
with the men. He needed the cash to buy sup- 
plies and' it certainly was easy money for a 
little work. 

Dusty’s feeling that somethi^i^ywasn’t right 
with this job increased the next morning/when 
he met the “boss”, Robert Ellis. He was a soft- 
looking easterner, about twenty years old, who 
obviously knew nothing about the west and 
only a bit more about the project he was un- 
dertakingi He relied wholly upon the advice 
of the ;hree rough-looking rpen, from what he 
should wear to how ne should fill his canteen. 

While the three men loaded supplies, Dusty 
took the youth aside. “What are you looking 
for in that mine, Son?” he asked. 

Robert eyed Dusty for a moment. Then he 
said, “You’re one of the party so I guess 
it’s safe 'to tell you. My Dad 'Wa.s successful 
as a prospector out here before^ he settled in 
the east. When he died last y#ar, he left me a 
map of a store of silver that he hid in this 
mine. I’ve never been in the west and couldn’t 
make the trip here alone, so I hired these three 
men in Dawson City to accompany me. They’re 
very good men, but don’t know their way 
around mines and Dad instructed me to find 
someone who is familiar with this particular 
mine. My men inquired around town and heard 
that you have a fine reputation as a prospector 
and a miner. I trust you will be able to help 
me. I’ve followed Dad’s instructions and mem- 
orized the map. I’ll give you directions as we 
proceed.” 

Diisty was distressed by the youth’s willing- 
ness to confide information of a possible treas- 
ure to people whom he knew nothing about. 
“Do your men know about the silver?” Dusty 
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asked. 

“Of course,” Robert replied with amazement. 
“I told them about it at the start.” 

The expedition into the mine was scheduled 
to leave early the next morning. Before he 
joined Robert and his hired hands, Dusty care- 
fully filled his ammunition belt and checked 
his guns. He didn’t share Robert’s faith in the 
three men. 

A few hours later, Dusty led the party into 
the depths of old Silverpile Mine. For nearly 
fifty years it had been worked by hundreds of 
prospectors and miners, and the number of 
shafts and tunnels was incredible. Robert re- 
cited the directions from memory and Dusty, 
holding a lantern, led them through mile after 
mile of inky-black tunnels. He was perfectly 
acquainted with the mine and knew his way 
around innumerable obstacles, collapsed ceil- 
ings, and dangerous shafts. “The silver is sup- 
posed to be buried under timber support num- 
ber three in the fourteenth chamber of the 
third tunnel,” Robert said. 

Dusty led them on, estimating that they had 
traveled almost five miles underground. The 
way continued through additional tunnels and 
chambers. Finally they arrived at the indicated 
place. “You should find the silver over there,” 
Dusty said as he set the lantern down on the 
ground. He wanted to have both hands free 
in case of trouble. Eagerly the men hacked at 
the ground with pickaxes until the sound of 
cracking rocks was replaced by the crunching 
of wood. 

"That’s it,” they all shouted excitedly. They 
carefully lifted a heavy chest out of the 
ground and gaped at its shining contents. It 
was full of silver bars and inside the hole 
were more boxes, all filled with the same 
gleaming metal. Dusty, excited by the fortune 
in silver that lay before his eyes, didn't notice 
one of the men quietly slip behind him. 

“Dad knew what he was talking about,” 
Robert said beaming. 

“But it’s jtot going to do you any good,” 
one of the men said. Dusty started at this 
ominous remark, but became rooted to the 
ground as he felt a gun barrel in his back. 
“It’s the end of the line for you treasure 
hunters,” the tallest of the three men said 
with a menacing grin. “Thanks for making us 
(Continued on inside back cover) 



ROCKY LANE WESTERN 


The following outstanding magazine* are easily identified 
on theii^ cover* by the words A FAWCETT PUBLICATION. 

MARVEL ADVENTURES * THE MARVEL FAMILY * LASH LaRUE WESTERN * FAWCETT’S FUNNY ANIMALS 
STORIES * ROCKY LA>lt WESTERN * HOPALONC CASSIDY * ROD CAMERON WESTERN * SIX CUN HEROES 
TEX RITTER WESTERN * SOLDIER COMICS 

Every effort is made to insure that these comic magazines ^ t President 

contain the highest quality of wholesome entertainment. ' U 


REPUBLlt PICTURES'STAR 


THAT'S RIG^T, MEW l KNOCK 
,, HIM SENSELESS ! y 


HE'S UNCON5CIOUS l NOW POUR 
THAT WHISKEY DOWN Hl$ THROAT, 
IT'S VERY IMPORTANT THAT WHO- 
EVER finds his 'Body will be 
ABLE TO SMELL WHISKEY r' 
ON HIM : v ^ 


P'O-HjEiO As THE - 
^-''SECRET MARSHAL, ROCKY 
LAN 6, WANDERS INTO TOWN . 


C&ULPI) LOOK.' 
SOMEBODY FELL ‘ 
OUT OF THAT 
hotel window 


NOW PUSH HIM 
through that 
window and yuh 

TWO BEAT IT 
WHILE I WHEEL 
MYSELF BACK 
»TO MY ROOM ! 
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THIS HOMBRE WO'.J'T 
WEEP ANY MORE All? 
HE'S DEAD m — 


BETTER GIVE THE 
HOMBRE SOME r 

v air j y 


HOW DID IT ] HE GOT DRUNK AND HE FELL THROUGH THE 
HAPPEN WINDOW ! DON'T YUH SMELL ALL THAT . 
■ U — - — \ ALCOHOL ON HIM ? 


THAT'S ODD.' X KNEW HIM.' 
HIS NAME IS HILLARY AND HE 
OWNS A BIS RANCH UP IN THE 
HILLS J BUT AS FAR AS X . 
KNOW, HE NEVER DRANK.' / 


WELL, THAT'S 
NOT SAR5APA 
RlLLA REEKING 
FROM HIM ! . 


I'M THE CLERK OF. THIS HOTEL 
I DON'T KNOW WHAT HE WA5 
DOING IN THAT ROOM HE FELL 
OUT OF IN' THE FIRST PLACE J 
IT WAS AN EMPTY ROOM AND > 
HE DIDN'T RENT IT ! ^ 


IF HE DIDN'T 
' RENT IT, HOW 
DID HE GET IN 
TT IT ? 


WE ALWAYS LEAVE THE 
DOORS TO UNRENTED 
ROOMS OPEN ; HE ^ 
MUST HAVE JUST ) 
DRIFTED IN IT | J 


/ WHO 
HAS THE 
ROOM 
- NEXT ' 
TO IT ? 
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OKAY I ROCKY IM THE MEAN- 
WHILE i I reckon i‘D better 
60 BREAK THE NEWS "TO — | 
HILLARY'S WIDOW J 


NO OWE IN 1 
THIS TOWN 
KNOWS ME J 
SO I THINK * 
I'LL TAKE A 
ROOM IN THAT 
HOTEL AND 
SEE IF I CAN 
PICK UP ANY CLUES I 


THE JAILHOUSE 


x reckon someone ought 

TO REPORT this TO THE 
SHERIFF i 51 MCE IM GOING 
TO RIDE PAST THE JA!L~ 

- Til HOUSE I I'LL 
so it: a 


I'LL SAY IT'S ODD, ROCKY.' 
I'VE KNOWN TODSOW FER 
A LONG TIME, TOO, AND I 
KNOW HE NEVER DRANK ! 
I'M INCLINED TO AGREE 
WITH YUH THAT HIS 
FALLING OUT OF , 

THE WINDOW WAS 
MO ACCIDENT BUT 
WHAT DO WE A 
DO NOW? r^\ 


IHORTLY AFTER 


r THAT'S JUST THE ROOM X 1 
' WANTED, BUT DIDN'T KNOW 
— 1 HOW TO ASK FOR IT WITHOUT 
CAUSING ANY SUSPICION AS TO 
WHO X REALLY AM ! 


A ROOM i IN 


SURE WE HAVL . , 

FACT, IF YUH'D BE WILLING 

TO TAKE THE ROOM HILLARY FELL 
OUT OF, YUH CAM HAVE IT FER 

. NOTHING ! y- — TS 

_ f FOR NOTHING . ) 


THAT'S RIGHT I'M AFRAID BE- 1 

CAUSE OF THAT ACCIDENT * 

PEOPLE ARE GOING TO THINK IT'S 
A JINK ROOM AND I'LL NEVER BE 
A3LE TO RENT IT AGAILl ! BUT 
IF SOMEONE WERE TO SLEEP 
IN IT A FEW DAYS 
AND NOTHING - 

HAPPENED TO \ 

HIM .EVERYTHING I 
WOULD 8E ALL / 

RIGHT I aL 


S ' that's okay 

WITH ME : I 
DON'T MINO 
SAVING A FEW 
DOLLARS ! 


■* X RECKON I'M ON , 1 
THE WRONG TRACK ! 
I'VE BEEN WATCHING 
TODSON NIGHT AND J 
DAY AND HE NEVER I 
LEAVES THAT S\ 

chair! he jT 

REALLY MUST V 
BE CRIPPLED : J i 


NOW I'LL BE ABLE TO 
KEEP AN EYE ON * 
TODSON AND SEE IF 
HE'S REALLY „ 
^ CRIPPLED < Jl 
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IgfefflY aftes, at the jaiihqOsc 


At hz rocky lane heac^out Ox* town 


5HERJFT ' I'M 
GOING TO SHOVE 
OPF, BUT IF TOU 
SHOULD FIND ANY- 
THING THAT 
WOULD THROW 
NEW LIGHT ON 
THIS CASE, GET IN 
TOUCH WITH ME 
AT THE CHIEF 
^ MARSHAL'S 
|f OFFICE , 

|X IMMEDIATELY i 


WELL, IF YUH HAVENT BEEN ABLE 
TO PICK UP ANY CLUES, ROCKY, X , 
RECKON WE'LL JUST HAVE TO 
PUT IT DOWN IN THE RECORD rf ' 
BOOK AS AN ACCIDENT i 


IT LOOKS AS IF 
SOMEONE'S MOVING 


r WHY, IT'S , 
MRS. HILLARY . 

WHOA i BLACK 
JACK I, ^ 


EXCUSE ME, MRS. HILLARY, BUT I WAS A FRIEND OF 
YOUR HUSBAND 50 I'M TAKING THE LIBERTY OF SAYING 
THIS TO YOU l JUST BECAUSE THE STORY HAS GOTTEN 
• AROUND THAT YOUR HUSBAND GOT DRUNK AND ITS 
HURT HIS REPUTATION, IS 
NO REASON FOR YOU 
TO CLOSE YOUR PROS- 
PEROUS RANCH /> 

AND MOVE ' 


/TO MY DYING DAY, I'LL 
' NEVER BELIEVE THAT 
STORY L BUT THAT'S NOT 
THE REASON FOR MY > 
w MOVING i r 


SEEMS 

LATE HUSBAND /BUT \ \ 

IjT X BORROWED A XlF THE 
Y / LOT OF MONEY ON < RAN CH WAS 
/ THE RANCH T AND THE \ SO SUCCESSFUL ,\ N 
/MAN HE BORROWED IT I WHY SHOULD HE \ 
FROM FORCLOSED THE / HAVE WANTED TO ' 
UNPAID MORTGAGE L / BORROW ANY MONEY; 


I DON'T KNOW l L MUST 
ADMIT IT DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE ID ME, BUT THEN 
I NEVER DID HAVE AHEAD 

► \FOR BUSINESS l 

DION n 

THE PAPERS \ ) 

THE MAN 

SHOWED YOU Cy 
SAY WHAT THE \ V , . 

LOAN WAS FOR ?/ M 


I I WAS TOO HEARTSICK, 
ABOUT MY POOR HUS- . 
BAND'S DEATH TO CHECK 
THE PAPERS CAREFULLY 


WERE 
ARE THOSE. 
PAPERS 
NOW? y 


Li 

Si 

1 K3 
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* r REALIZE Y THERE MIGHT STILL ' 
WOW THAT X \ BE A WAV OUT.' X 
ACTED UKE A \ SUGGEST YOU GET 
FOOL, BUT IT'S A ROOM AT THE 
TOO LATE TO ) HOTEL AND STAY 
DO ANYTHING/ THERE UNTIL YOU 
ABOUT IT i / HEAR FROM ME i 


H I WAS THE LATE HILLARY'S FORE- 
MAN FER TWENTY YEARS, AND I , 
KNEW ALL HIS BUSINESS MOVES* X 
KNOW FER A FACT HE NEVER 
BORROWED ANY MONEY, BUT MRS. 
HILLARY NEVER MENTIONED ANY- 
THING ABOUT THIS TRANSACTION 
TO .ME UNTIL SHE HAD SIGNED THE 
RANCH OVER TO CLARK I __ 


ripped them up : \ 

NOW THERE'S NO I 
WAY TO CHECK IF 
THOSE PAPER5 WHRS 
REALLY BONAFIDE i 


WHEN I \ 
SIGNED \ 
OVER THE 
ranch to / 
THE NEW / 
OWNER, > 
JED CLARK, 

he ripped 
them up: i 


OKAYi YUH'VE GOT YORE-'' 
SELF A JOB ‘ 


■0HORTLY AFTER 


JUST WHAT DO YOU AIM TO DO, ROCKY 


__ JUST STORE 
WHATEVER GEAR YUH'VE 
I GOT IN THE BUNKHOUSE 
I AND THEN MY FOREMAN 
WILL TELL YUH WHAT 
. TD DO L , -p 


AND WHEN I SAW THE N 
WIDOW HILLARY RIDING OFF 
WITH HER FOREMAN, X 
FIGURED YOU'D BE SHORT < , 
HANDED l I CAN ASSURE 
YOU , MR. CLARK, YOU'D MAKB 


I'M NOT SURE MYSELF, BUT THE 
FIRST THING I AIM TO DO IS GET 
MYSELF A JOB ON THE RANCH . 
MAYBE I CAN FIND OUT WHAT'S 
. GOING ON ! ^ ^-4 


NO MISTAKE HIRING ME l 
THERE'S NOTHING X , 
CANT DO ON A RANCH 


FEW DAY3 LATER 


/there's nothing wrong going 

W / ON ON THIS SPREAD: THEY’RE -> 
' / RUNNING '(T LIKE A 2 *- 

/LEGITIMATE RANCH AND \ 

THERE HASNT BEEN J ' 

one word of any 

CROOKED. DEAL l ^ 


AND THAT 8UCKBOARD--- 
IT DOESN'T «ELONG TO 
ANYONE ON THE RANCH 
MAYBE THIS IS THE BREAK 
I'VE BEEN WAITING FOR l 


LATE THAT NIGHT, 


IT' 5 ALMOST TWO IN THE 
MORNING : WHY SHOULD 
THAT LIGHT STILL BE ON 
IN THE RANCH HOUSE ? * 







/ LOOK , I THOUGHT IT WAS JUST AS 
K STUPID FER YUH TO SHOW MBS. HILLARY 
PHONY PAPERS , (3UT I DIDN'T TELL YU H 
HOW TO HANDLE YORE PART OF THE 
JOB , SO DON'T TELL ME HOW I SHOULD 
HAVE HANDLED MINE NOW DO I SET 
m TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS OR- 
DO I CALL MY BOYS IN TO TAKE 
IT OUT OF YORE HIDE IN BLOOD ? 


I HEARD ALL X WANTED 
TO/ NOW'S THE TIME 
TO MAKE MY MOVE l 
BUT I SURE WOULO 
LIKE TO KNOW WHERE 
THOSE BOYSTODSON 
REFERRED TO ARE 1 




WHEN YUH DIDN'T COME, X DE 
CIDED TO HAVE MY MEN BRING 
ME OUT HYAR 1 IF YO'RE AIMING 
TO DOUBLE-CROSS ME, CLARK, I 
WARN YUH IT WON'T BE HEALTHY 
FER YUH I'LL KILL YUH JUST AS 
EASILY AS I KILLED HILLARY 1 
REMEMBER THAT 


WN' i ur\t= IRC WHT 

VUH HANDLED THE MATTER, 
TODSQN ' BEATING -HILLARY 
UP, POURING LIQUOR DOWN ' 
HIS THROAT, AMD THEM ' 


^ WHAT WAS 
WRONG WITH 
THAT? EVERY 
ONE THOUGHT 
HE GOT DRUNK 
AND FELL 
OUT ' 


[S/HE 


HE TROUBLE 
BEHIND THE 


OKAY, MISTER l PUT YORE 
HANDS IN 


WHAT \ I’VE BEEN WAITING 
ARE YUH ) FER YUH TO 8RING ME 
DOING < THAT TEN THOUSAND 
HYAR, \ DOLLARS FER GET- 
TODSOM? ) TING HILLARY OUT OF 
THE WAY AND MAKING 
IT POSSIBLE FER YUH 
TO TAKE OVER THE 
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SECONDS AND MOYEP UP BEHIND 


.NO AFTER A THOROUGH SEARCH. 


WHY, HE'S THE SAME 
VARMINT WHO HAD 
THE ROOM NEXT 


YUH WERE RIGHT! \ THAT'S ALL X 
HIS NAME'S ROCKY J WANTED TO 
LANE ! HE'S A < KNOW ! WE'LL 
SECRET MARSHAL ! J HAVE TO KILL 

- HIM AND WE'LL 

~~Sj DO IT RIGHT 

#?NL~r 1^-. now : j— 


AUT THERE'S NO ONE FASTER ON THE DRAW 
t!aN ROCKY LANE AND BEFORE CLARK CAN EVEN 
REMOVE HIS GUN FROM ITS HOLSTER .. . 


IT'S OKAY, I'LL 
GET HIM .' 


IF YOU WANT TO GO TO JAIL 
IN ONE PIECE, I'D LEAVE THAT 
GUN RIGHT WHERE IT IS--- 
IN THE H0L5TER 1 -X* 


' AND FROM NOW C'N, ^ 
\ MRS. HILLARY HAS 
PROMISED TO LET ME 
1 HANDLE THE BUSINESS 
END OF THE RANCH, 

SO I RECKON OUR. 
WORRIES ARE r— 
. OVER ! A— 


f I THANK YOU 
r FOR NOT ONCY 
SAVING MY RANCH 
| ROCKY, BUT 
I EVEN MORE 
IMPORTANT FOR. 

RESTORING MY 
HUSBAND'S GOOD 
KEPUTATllJN ! j/ 


‘ NOW TWO OF YOU WILL WHEEL * 
TODSON TOWARDS THE JAILHOUSE 
»WHILE CLARK WILL FOLLOW WITH . 
HIS HANDS IN THE AIR i AND / 
REMEMBER, ONE FALSE MOVE 1 
AND THESE SIX-SHOOTERS WILL / 
START SPITTING BULLETS ! A 


AS SOON AS WE 
FINISH PUTTING 
ALL YOUR STUFF 
BACK IN THE 
HOUSE , 

MRS. HILLARY, 
I'LL BE ON 
MY WAY 1 > 


j WOQCf LANS WBUM! 



Howpy, fellas/ x wont 


THE CAL X WAS 
COlMO TO TAK£ 
TOOK SICK' 


»ST HAT 

SO?> 


/ I BE ABLE TO 60 TO THE 
V PANCE SATURDAy 
I I \( mioht; 


HUH? WHY 
NOT 

SAGEBRUSH? 


‘6IVE 

HIM 

ROOM 


tup. they hap to 
Take her to a 
hospital/ 


V THAT'S 7 
' TOO SAD/ 
SAGEBRUSH, 


TUP/ THEY PUT 2 
HER IN A ROOM 
BY HERSELF.' 


-huh rTHEy 

PUT YORE GAL 
IN A ROOM J 
By HERSELF? f 



IT 

SURE, 
WAS l 


WHY, 


WELL, I GOT INTO SEP 


WHAT |AND STARTED COUNTING 
HAPPENED/SHEEP TUMPING OVER A 
? XHURDLE UKE YUH SAID/ 


cgasp;;// 


HELLO, GOPHERFACE/ HOW 

IS yore INSOMNIA ? dio 

VUH TAKE. MY ADVICE? 


HUH? IT 
WAS ROTTEN 
ADVICE? 


YES, AND IT SURE 
WAS ROTTEN ADVICE 


face 

j <3000 


NIGHT/ 


WELL, I KEPT COUNTING AND 
DO YUH KNOW WHEN 1 HAD 
COUNTED 24,470 OF THE 
SHEEP, I VVA5 SO KEEN ON 
MAKING IT THIRTY THOUSAND..* 


.THAT X HAD TO «KT 
UP AND MAKE MYSELF 
SOME BLACK COFFEE 

,N mar oK6EP 
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WHAR ARE THE? 


WE’RE RIDING 
THEM, BOSS.' 


HORSE RUSTLERS HAVE 


BEEN AT WORK AROUND 
■ TURANGO COUNTY AND THE 
SHERIFF THAR IS HAVING HIS 
HANDS FULL.' YUH MIGHT < 
RIDE OUT THAT WAY, ROCKY, 

AND SEE IF YUH CAN - 

7 LEND HIM A HAND . 1 J s- 


' SURE THING, ^ 
CHIEF.' LET’S GO, 
7 BLACK JACK.' • 


i CHIEF 
(MARSHAL' 
OFFICE 


1 RECKON WE’D 
BETTER GO RIGHT 
BACK AND GET 
THEM' ^ 


Coi/LPh in our 

EXCITEMENT WE^ 
LEFT THEM y 
~7 BEHIND.' J 


jgfEANWHILE, AT THC DEVIL'S HOOF RANCH OUTSIDE 

OF TURANGO ... >— S 

WHAT’S MORE , 


OKAY, BOSS, WE GOT THE CREAM "S KAS1NE.WE FOUND 
OF THE CROP AND NO ONE SAW US ) A COUPLE OF HORSES 
r-i. COME OR GO.' jtFZ SADDLED UP SO WE 
CS Ii> TOOK THEM ALONG, 

U (IS) - too .’ 


mmm 


AMs 


AND WHAR ARE THE HORSES 
YUH RODE OUT OP HYAR ? . 


HOLD ON, YUH FOOLS.' BY 
NOW THE RUSTLING MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED.' 

IF YUH WENT BACK FER 
Br YOUR HORSES, THEY’D 


HAVE THE GOODS 
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OKA y, BOSS.' ) OUR BRAND WILL 
OUR BRAND / COVER ANY OTHER 
■ WILL EASILY < BRAND MARK.' THAT’S 
COVER ALL ) WHY I SELECTED 
THOSE BRAND L. IT.' , — — — * 

marks on / 

> THESE < J<Sh 
HORSES Ij 


LEAVE THAT TO ME. 1 / 
IN THE MEANWHILE, ^ 
Y LIN’D BETTER REBRAND 
THOSE NEW HORSES <■"' 
WITH OUR MARK ! 1 


FROM MY RANCH, THE DEVIL’S 
HOOF — AS FER THE TIME, I CAN’T 
■REALLY SAY.' I NOTICED THE ^ 
HORSES WERE SOME WHEN I JM 
WENT IN TO MAKE MY aagMH 
• MIDNIGHT CHECK. 1 V 
I DON’T KNOW 1 THINK 1 

HOW MUCH EARLIER ) WE OUGHT 4 
THE RUSTLE.R5 J TO RIDE TO 
. WEFiE THAR.' J THE DEVIL’S 
IN.- HOOF, SHERIFF, 

~1 HBL and see if we i 

R ' 1 \ PW CAN FIND ANY J 
\1 CLUES' 


EXCUSE ME FER BARGING IN - 
LIKE THIS, SHERIFF, BUT SOME 
OF MY HORSES WERE . M — T 
r JUST RUSTLED.' =• — ^ 

L. RUSTLED 

BWVIHmv where 

& , . \\ ( WHEN ? 


•^LATER THEY 
GIVE THEMSELVES 
AWAY. 1 WE’LL , 
\ JUST HAVE TO ] 

I BE PATIENT.'/ 


BUT, BOSS, WE CAN’T LEAVE THOSE J 
HORSES THRR .' WHY WITH OUR 
DEVIL’S HOOF BRAND ON THEM, 153 
IT’LL TAKE THEM NO TIME 
TO TRACE THE RUSTLING 
RIGHT BACK HYAR. 1 i — -'I KNOW 
__ri_ — ^ THAT/ THAI’S 

(SvjKW lUr WHY WE’VE GOT 
H TO THROW THEM 

SSwSiMraNK OFF THE TRACK .' 


BUT HOW 
ARE YUH 
GOING TO 
DO THAT, 
BOSS ? 4 


AT THE TURflNSO COUNTY 

JRUHOUSE ... /C7 

NO MATTER 
IT’S MIGHTY NICE OF J HOW CLEVER 
THE CHIEF TO SEND BANDITS ARE 
YUH DOWN HYAP, ROCKY.') SHERIFF, 
BUT I DON’T RIGHTLY /SOONER OR 


KNOW HOW YO’RE < 
GOING TO HELP ME ) 
WHEN 1 DON’T HAVE I 
A SINGLE CLUE TO GO 
ON MYSELF.' ALL THOSE 
RUSTLED HOR5ES JUST 
SEEMED TO DISAPPEAR 
INTO THIN AIK.' y-~i 



WELL, IF WE RUN Z 
INTO YOUR HORSES, 
MR.KASINE, I’M SURE 
’ WE’LL HAVE NO • 
TROUBLE IDENTIFYING 
test THEM— J&M 


THE RUSTLERS MADE 
A CLEAN GETAWAY - 
■ AGAIN, ROCKY.' 3gf] 
THEY DIDN’T /XS 
, LEAVE A 

t CLUE. 1 / C-S'i 





/ 
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I THINK THAT WOULD BE. 
THE MOST LIKELY PLACE FOR 
SOMEONE TO TRY TO SELL^ 
STOLEN HORSES.' I’M 
GOINS TO HAVE A LOOK \i> 
AROUND THERE .’ JTZ } 


THAR IS, ROCKY l 
WHAT ABOUT IT 


}HD AS ROCKY AND THE SHERIFF RIDE OFF 


ISN’T THERE A HORSE FAIR 
GOING ON AROUND THESE 
5*«jrN PARTS, SHERIFF ? . 


NOW WHAT, 
ROCKY? 


urns ROCKY lane starts to go through 
THE CORRALS... r- 


C WHOA, BLACK JACK.' THIS IS AS FAR 
* AS WE’RE GOING FOR THE MOMENT/ < 
HOW TO CHECK THROUGH SOME OF THOSE 
CORRALS INSIDE TO SEE IF WE CAN FIND 
ANY SIGN OF KASINE’S DEVIL’S HOOF T 
A — f BRAND/ J 


HORTLY 

AFTER. 


THAR’S THE VARMINT, BRADLEY. 
YUH CAN SEE FER YORESELF -cT 
THAT HE’S GOING THROUGH X. 
TS-r THE CORRAL / , 


OKAY, BOYS J 
YUH KNOW 
WHAT TO DO 


turShst 

. HOBSP 




Who as rocky comes out of 




UT THE SURF . ' ATTACK 
HAS INFURIATES THE SECRET 
MARSHAL AND HE EIGHTS BACK 
LIKE A TIGER f , 


\ 
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'ho THE ODDS ARE TOO GREAT 
EVEH FOR ROCKY LRHE ! 


what/why didn’t 

HE SAY SO? / H 

Swsfir — who 

W&b GAVE ME A 
Hi CHANCE TO 
Siw’SW ANY- 
IqtJHING? 


P The SECRET MARSHAL GIVES TOO 
GOOD AH ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF. 
AND — A - - 


. THAR HE IS, 
SHERIFF. 1 THAR’S 
THE RUSTLER. 1 i 


OKAY, 
BRADLEY. 
. WE’VE s 
GOT I 
HIM.'/ 


\ JUST HOLD ON TO HIM.') I V 
1 SENT ONE OF THE 
OTHER BOYS FER ^ THAR HE 
THE SHERIFF.' jS IS COMING 

js - f THROUGH THE ' 

fr. . V GATE NOW.' , 


HIM?WHY, 
HE’S THE 
' SECRET < 
MARSHAL, 
^ ROCKY ? 
\ LANE.'/; 


THAR HE IS, MEN. 
GET HIM BEFORE 
HE GETS AWAY.' 


WHAT’S A F — j 

SECRET MARSHAL 
DOING HYAR < -- 
-r ANYWAY ? / ’ 


-C THAT’S A HOT ONE.' J 
. ) YO’RE LOOKING FER ^ 
''RUSTLED HORSES HYAR 
WHEN SOME OF OUR OWN 
HORSES WERE RUSTLED A 
RIGHT OUT OF THE FAIR.' 


I DON’T 
SUPPOSE 
THEY ■“ 
LEFT ANY 
CLUES/ . 


' YES, ^ 
AND THEY 
GOT SOME 
, OF OUR . 
) BEST 
. BREED, 
l» TOO! / 


TRYING ) V ( 
TO SEE IF A-n- 
THERE WERE B 
ANY RUSTLED m 
HORSES AMONG 
ALL THOSE IN < 
THE CORRAL' 


WHAT? 

HERE, 

TOO? 



ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE, -‘ £ — 
SHERIFF.' AND THAT DEVIL’S 
s. HOOF MARK IS SO BIG IT - 
) WOULD BE A PERFECT ONE 
' FOR A RUSTLER TO USE < 
SINCE IT WOULD COVER 
ANY OTHER BRAND MARK ' 


AND IT LOOKS AS IF THE 
RUSTLERS USED THE DEVIL’S' 
. HOOF HORSES WHEN THEY ✓ 
PULLED THEIR JOB HYAR ) 
AND LEFT THEM TO 
► THROW THE LAW 
L OFF THE TRACK ! J ? 


\ HMM. 1 SHERIFF, MAYBE 
) KASINE AND HIS MEN ■ 
/ REALLY PULLED THE JOB 
AND LEFT THOSE HORSES 
HERE BY MISTAKE. 1 AND 
THEN THEY REPORTED IT, 
HOPING TO THROW 
US OFF THE TRACK/ J 


■ DO YUH THINK - 
THAT’S POSSIBLE, 
~r ROCKY? -- 
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you CAN SAX THAT 
AGAIN, KASINE / * 
SHERIFFS ALWAYS 
DO GOOD WORK < 
AND THEY WORK , 
IT ™ST? 


’A TER 


' WHAR DID YUH 
) COME FROM ? 
WHAT ARE YUH 
DOING WITH MY 
RECORD BOOK? 


YUH SURE 
WORKED . 
> PAST, ? 
SHERIFF? J 


WE FOUND THESE HYAR 
TWO HORSES, KASINE? . 
THEY’VE GOT YORE ^ 
BRAND MARK ON THEM 
SO 1 RECKON THESE ^ 
MUST BE THE ONES M 
YUH CLAIMED WEREaffl 
RUSTLED ? l 


help! tuxton! 

, EVANS ! THE < 

inw is ohtos 


JUST THIS, KASINE.' WE’VE 
BEEN LOOKING FDR THE 
^ RUSTLERS AND NOW < 
£~~r WE’VE GOT THEM? . 
gJSL YOU AND YOUR J 

Mg*—* men ? 


X CAME THROUGH THE BACK AND, AS FOR THl5 
RECORD BOOK, YOU CAN HAVE IT BACK ONCE 
you TELL ME HOW COME YOU’VE GOT — “■ 

ALMOST FIVE HUNDRED HORSES 
IN YOUR CORRAL AND ONLY Ilf 
ONE HUNDRED LISTEDIN^^B 

your p' vwo Mim , 


JUST WHAT ARE 
YUH GETTING 

w AT? ^cSa 


’ATER 


I’LL KEEP THEM 
COVERED, SHERIFF. 
► YOU PUT THE „ 
HANDCUFFS ON 1 
ALL OF THEM? A 


THE FIRST ONE 
OF WU HOMBRE* 
.70 REACH FOR y 
HIS GUN WILL ^ 
FIND IT’S THE 
LAST THING HE ^ 
EVER DOES? J 


■3— — — r — <. THAT’S RIGHT, 

WELLj-THIS JS ONE ] SHERIFF, 
TIME WE CAN SAY J AND NOW I 
THE DEVIL GOT RECKON I’D 

T-r HIS DUE? J BETTER BE 

.•'"'GETTING BACK TO 
H HlNL’l THE CHIEF MARSHAL? 
P HE’LL BE GLAD 70 

K f KNOW THAT THIS 

p CASE HAS BEEN 

9 CLEARED UP? 
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COME ON IN, , 
BETSY.' IT’S 
TIME PER yUH 
TO GO TO tj 
~7 SLEEP.' J 


ALL RIGHT, 
MOTHER 


A CURE FOR L 0NE50MENESS 


(GASP!) BETSY, WHY 
ARE, YUH PUTTING < 
*> THAT PROG IN V 
( YORE BED? rim 


I’M PUTTING 
THE FROG IN MY 
■ — i BED— 


-- to Keep t 
TP'S MUD 
TURTLE < 
COMPANY ' 


* 
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republic pictures^star 


THAT STEP I TOOK 

away did the 

TRICK : NOW I'LL 
HAVE THAT LAW DOG- 
ROCKY LANE. JUST 
WHERE r WANT ' 
HIM l . 


ATt the REGIONAL POSTMASTER'S OPfiCE 


MY NAME’S ’ 
ROCKY LANE 1 
THE CHIEF 4 
MARSHAL 
SAID YOU'D BE 
EXPECTING j 
ME ! 


COUNTERFEIT STAMPS WHY 
\ 5HOULD A COUNTERFEITER 
I /BOTHER WITH A PENNY 
OBJECT UKE STAMPS ? 


OUR PROBLEM IS 
COUNTERFElT 
POSTAGE STAMPS 


COME RIGHT IN, "'K 
MR. LANE X HAVE A U; 
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
FER A SECRET MARSHAL 
AND YORE CHIEF SAID 
YUH WERE HIS BEST 
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j I RECKON MY JOey / NOT EXACTLY, ROCKY ! OUR POSTAL ' 
/ 15 TO FIND THE / / AGENTS HAVE DONE SOME GROUND WORK 
COUNTERFEITER. / /ON THIS CASE AND ^ 

AND ROUND rV / WE KNOW WHO THE 
HIM UP ! J / / counterfeiter IS 

7 r sti / /""-the postal clerk, 

'/ W / / payson, at the . 

/ m / / tiger valley , — 

/ / POST OFFICE : ) 


THEN WHY DID YOU SEND 
~t FOR ME ? - 


BECAUSE IT B A PENNY OBJECT THE 
COUNTERFEITER FEELS THAT NO 
ONE WILL TAKE THE TROUBLE TO \ 
CHECK ! BUT WHILE HE STARTS IN A 
SMALL WAY, IF HE ISN'T STOPPED, A, 

he V^ILL soon get the courage / 

TO GO INTO SOMETHING MORE ) k 
LUCRATIVE ! ys / 

^ \r^ i x 




y We STILL HAVE TO CATCH HIM WITH THE 
COUNTERFEIT STAMPS ON HIM ; 

AND SINCE HE KNOWS ALL OUR. 
AGENTS, HE'S ALWAYS ON HIS 
GUARD WHEN THEY'RE AROUND/ 

IT WILL TAKE SOMEONE LIKE 
YUH, WHOM HE DOESN'T KNOW, , 

1 TO CATCH HIM OFF GUARD 1 


y WHAT Nr 
. — MAKES YOU 
50 SURE THAT / 
/ JE8 PAYSON IS 
THE COUNTERFEITER' 


SEE 


BUT 


HOW 


DO 


YOU 


CAN 


FIGURE 


SET 


CLOSE 


)SE ENOUGH 
CHECK WHAT 
DOING ? k 


TO 


HIM 


COUNTERFEIT STAMPS 
HAVE BEEN SHOWING 
UP ON A GREAT PERCENTAGE ^ 
OF THE MAIL LEAVING 
TIGER VALLEY / OUR GUE£ 

IS THAT JEB MIXES THE 
PHONY STAMPS IN WITH 
THE GOOD ONES ANQ 

whenever he sells 

ONE OF THE PHONIES, 

HE POCKETS 
THE MONEY ' 


YOU’fcE BEING SENT TO TIGER \ 
VALLEY AS HIS POSTAL ASSIST- 
ANT ' r=ER THE NEXT FEW DAYS, 

YO'RE GOING TO STUDY 
ALL YOU'LL NEED To 
KNOW ABOUT THE JOB 
OF A POSTAL CLERK 


ACCORDING TO THIS LETTER , YO'RE 
GOING TO BE MY ASSISTANT / IN THAT 
CASE I SUGGEST YUH GO DOWN (MTO 
THE CELLAR AND PUT ON SOME WORK 
CLOTHES YUH'LL FIND THAR' 


YES 


MR. PAYSON 


0UT WHEN THE LEARNED SECRET MARSHAL 
APPLIES FOR THE POSTAL CLERK'S JOB, 
JEB flAYSON IS SUSPICIOUS l 


3ur AS ROCKY LANE GOES 
DOWN INTO THE CELLAR 

I RECKON I'D BETTER GET 
THE COUNTERFEIT STAMPS 
OUT OF -HYAR RIGHT AWAY / 


r I DON'T LIKE THIS / WHY SHOULD THE 
POSTMASTER 5END ME AN ASSISTANT 
WHEN THAR'S HARDLY ENOUGH WORK 
HYAR TO KEEP ME BUSY ? Z RECKON I'D 
BETTER BE VERY CAREFUL l THIS H0M8RE 
COULD BE A SECRET GOVERNMENT AGENT ' 
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Shortly after 


I'M GOING OUT FER 
, LUNCH i YUH CAN RUN 
\ THE PLACE Y0RE5ELF 
/ UNTIL I GET BACK 
A THEN YUH CAN GO ■ 
jL OUT I A 


I STUDIED SO MANY STAMPS . 
I COULD TELL A PHONY ONE 
WITH MY EYES CLOSED, BUT I 
DON'T SEE ANY HERE L EITHER 
THEIR SUSPICIONS OF JEB ARE 
FALSE , OR HE'S WISE TO ME 
AND HAS HIDDEN^^^_ M 

THE COUNTER- I 

FEIT STAMPS l J 2SSV1 1 


JT WORKED t NOW I 
CAN SEARCH HIM l 


Seconds later— 


THAR'5 NOTHING 
IN THEM ! OF 
COURSE THAT DOESN'T PROVE ANY- 
THING l HE COULD BE CARRYING HIS 
REAL IDENTIFICATION PAPERS IN THE 
WORK CLOTHES THE QUESTION IS. HOW 
CAN X FIND OUT ? WAIT A SECOND ' 

: JUST GOT AN IDEA L 


"3Snd~> 


AS THE EVER ALERT 

ROCKY LANE GOES POWN-INTt) 
THE CELLAR 


J I'LL JUST REMOVE THIS 
LOOSE STEP l WHEN HE 
COMES DOWN LATER T 
CHANGE INTO HIS OWN 
CLOTHES, I DOUBT IF HE 
NOTICE IT AND HE MOST 
LIKELY WILL FALL AND KNOCK 
HIMSELF OUT i THAT WILL 
GIVE ME A CHANCE TO 
SEARCH HIM WITHOUT HIS 


'O 
='LL 


1 


vj LOSING TIME IT'S QUITTING 

1 TIME 1 I’LL 

PUT THE THINGS AWAY ' YUH CAN 
60 DOWN AND < 


— CHECK ON WHATEVER PAPERS 
HE MIGHT HAVE IN HIS CLOTHES 
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H OMBRE REALLY IS ON THE LEVEL I'LL HAM: TO 
KEEP MV EVE ON HIM PER THE NEAT FEW PAYS. 
. NOW TO GET SOME WATER AND BRING- 
1B W u . r r-L TO t 


- 








THAR'S NOTHING HVAR 
EITHER ' MAYBE THIS 


FEW MINUTES LATER — 


(GULP!) IRAN V 
A LITTLE SHORT 
THIS WEEK SO 
I FIGURED NO- 
ONE WOULD MISS 
THIS ONE DOLLAR ! 
H.FASE, JE8.GIVB 


pa 


IE WEEK LATER— UEB AND X ARE 

-I GETTING FRIENDLY/ BUT 

I STILL HAVEN'T SEEN ANY SIGNS OF 
ING ! I'VE GOT TO CONVINCE HIM HE CAN TRUST ME . 
THIS CUSTOMER ' “'~ r ~ 
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EXACTLY AMD SINCE ALL THE REAL 
STAMPS CAN ALWAYS BE ACCOUNTED 
FOR , NO ONE IS THE WISER i YUH 
LOOK LIKE A REGULAR GUY AND 
I'M WILLING TO CUT YUH IN ON THE 
RACKET ! _^ry ; tT 


NOW THAT X KNOW YOU'RE EVEN > 
WILLING TO STEAL TO MAKE AN 
EXTRA BUCK , I FEEL I CAN TRUST 
YUH I I'VE BEEN PRINTING COUNTER- 
FEIT STAMPS WHICH I SUBSTITUTE 

FERTHE r < 

REAL y YOU MEAN YOU SELL »■ 
ONES U THOSE COUNTERFEITS 
— \/— — V AND POCKET THE MONEY 


IF YUH WANT TO MAKE SOME 
EASY MONEY, YUH DON'T HAVE TO 
STEAL 1 THE GOVERNMENT CHECKS 
UP ON HOW MANY STAMPS WE « 
SELL AND THEY NOTICE EVEN J 

ONE CENT MISSING J* 

- > - REALLY ? ■ 

■ \ inf WHAT IS IT ? J 


/ okay! i've > 
k got them all 

FINISHED J NOW 
IN THE MORNING 
WE'LL JUST MIX 
THEM IN WITH THE 
REAL STAMPS 1 . 


I AT NIGHT- 


not Really , but yo're welcome 

TO COME OVER ANYWAY ! n— 


I HAVE ONLY A FEW LEFT, BUT 
NOW THAT I KNOW YO'RE WITH ME 

I'LL RUN OFF A f r — 

NEW BATCH / CAN X BE OF ) 
TONIGHT ! ANY HELP ? J 


SINCE YO'RE GOING TO LOCK ME UP, DO 
YUH MIND IF I GET SOME OF MY 
8ELONGINGS OUT OF THE CLOSET ? 


I .THOUGHT YUH WERE A 
I LAWOOG WHEN YUH 
FIRST SHOWED UP, BUT 

YUH PUT ON A GREAT 

J PERFORMANCE ! YUH REALLY 

CONVINCED ME YUH WERE ON THE 
SAME SIDE OF THE LAW THAT I , 
WAS ---THE WRONG SIDE I ./ 


YOU'RE NOT MIXING ANY- 
THING WITH ANYTHING 1 
I'LL TAKE THOSE STAMPS 
AS EVIDENCE i - 


GO RIGHT 
AHEAD ! 
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MORE 


.A FACT. I AIM. TO SEE THAT 
YOU GET A ROOM ALL BY YOUR- 
SELF AT THE STATE PENITEN- 
TIARY.! WOW I'LL JUST DESTROY 
THAT COUNTERFEIT STAMP 
MACHINE OF YOURS AND M 
CAN MARK THIS CASE ' ‘ 


CLOSED 


YO'RE GOING TO BE IN THAR A 
LONG TIME— UNTIL YUH SMOTHER. 


Before the dazed secret 
marshal can get h© 

SENSES BACK ... 


MAKE YORESELF COMFORT- 
ABLE IN THE BED, MARSHAL i 
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L UJlth_ 


AND BUCK JACK 


YOUR RALS 


AND BLACK JACK U 


l HOWDY, PARTNERS, 

I WA5 INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT RECENTLY THAT A LOT 

Hof folks think a lariat is used by a cowboy for just 

I ONE THING — ROPING STEERS. 

I 

WELL, NOW, A LARIAT IS U5ED THAT WAY FOR SURE, BUT 
f THE COWBOY USES HIS LARIAT FOR A WHOLE LOT MORE. IN 
FACT, A COWHAND FEELS PRACTICALLY UNDRESSED WITHOUT 
HIS LARIAT. WHEN A COWHAND IS ON A ROUND-UP, FOR 
EXAMPLE , HIS LARIAT BECOMES THE MORNING CLOTHES- 
LINE WHEN STRUNG FROM TREE TO TREE . IT BECOMES A 
SUPPORT TO RIG UP A PONCHO FOR A MAKESHIFT ROOF 
WHEN SUDDEN THUNDERSTOMS DELUGE THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
OFTEN A COWHAND WILL FIND HIMSELF ON A HIGH ME5A WITH 
A FRESH STREAM FAR BELOW. WITH HIS LARIAT TIED TO "THE? 
HANDLE, HIS TIN DRINKING CUP IS LOWERED AND TURNED INTO 
“A SMALL, ONE-MAN BUCKET. A SECTION OF LARIAT 8ECOMES 
•. A TEMPORARY HAMMER AND NAILS WHEN A COWHAND ON 
[RANGE INSPECTION FINDS A LOOSE FENCE POST. A FEW 
■ TIGHT TWISTS OF THE STRONG ROPE AND THE POST IS 
SECURED UNTIL PERMANENT FIXJNG . 

YES, A LARIAT IS MANY THINGS TO THE COWBOY, BUT 
I TO OTHER FOLKS, NOWAOAYS, IT CAN BE REGARDED AS SORT 
I OF A SYMBOL. YOU SEE, FRIENDS, THE COWHAND' DIDN'T HAVE i 
THE MONEY TO BUY A LOT OP SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT, NOR 
COULD HE LOAD HIMSELF AND HIS HORSE DOWN WITH IT. HE 
HAD TO MAKE-DO WITH WHAT HE HAD— AND HE DID IT VERY . 
WELL, TOO . SOMETIMES FOLKS TODAY COMPLAIN ABOUT WHAT 
THEY HAVEN'T GOT INSTEAD OF MAKING THE BEST USE OF 
WHAT THEY DO HAVE . LIKE THE COWHAND WITH HI5 LARIAT, 
i WE SHOULO ALL MAKE THE BEST USE OF WHAT WE HAVE . 
i THAT'S THE MARK OF A REAL MAN 1 

BUT NOW, PARTNERS, THE TIME'S COME AGAIN TO 8E 
RIDING ON. I'LL BE BACK AGAIN NEXT MONTH, THOUGH, 
"LOOKING FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU . 
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I’M GLAD TO KNOW YUW, FELLOWS 
WELL, 1 RECKON I’LL GRAB A fe; 
BRUSH AND GET TO , 

■ work ! 3=-ln\ \r 


MY NAME IS CHARLIE 
AND THIS HYAR IS 
^-—7 FRANK l 


MY HANDLE’S 
DEE DICKENS.' 



HMMM, YUH SURE KNOW HOW 
TO HANDLE THE PAINT BRUSH, 

■ , ALL RIGHT/ 


HEY, FRANK, I GOT A GOOD IDEA. 
WE’LL LET THIS MAVERICK DO 
MOST OF THE WORK AND WE’LL 
JUST TAKE IT EASY .' — ' 


/ I SHOULD. 1 1 

I’VE PAINTED 
PLENTY IN MY 
L DAY.' ____ C 


I’M ALL 

FER THAT, 
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OBSERVE HIS STYLE 
CAREFULLY, FRANK.' IT’S 
“f VERY PROFESSIONAL 


HEY, FRANK, JUST ) YUP,HESURE 
WATCH HOW WELL J DOE5 A GOOD 

PEE PAINTS.' . JOB.' IT’S A < 

, PLEASURE TO SEE 

/. rVTZK A GOOD PAINTER , 
■J ' ATWORK.'jrf 


While we’re flattering him, 
we’re just watching ANP HE’S 

OPING ALL THE WORK.' -ff 

AND WE’LL GET PAID 
JUST THE SAME.' 


YO’RE RIGHT, CHARLIE, 
THAR’S NO OUESTION 
HMMr ABOUT IT.' 


SHUCKS, FELLOWS, DON’T GET THE 
WRONG IDEA .'I’M NOT A GOOD 
- PAINTER' AT ALL - 


LOOK AT THOSE CRITTERS .' ■< 
THEY’RE JUST STANDING 
DOING NOTHING AND LETTING 
ME DO ALL THE WORK / 


SEE, FRANK, HOW SURE EVERY 
MOVE HE MAKES IS.' HE’S A -S 
REAL GRAOE-A PAINTER/ .. 

/yes, THAT’S TER 1 

( SURE / I’M CERTAINLY )- ~ 
LEARNING A LOT/ 


THEY’VE BEEN PLAY-ACTING THAT THEY’VE BEEN 
GETTING AN EYEFUL / WELL, HYAR’S WHAR I SEE 
TO IT THAT THEY REALLY DO GET ANEYEFUL--- 


THEY’VE BEEN -MAKING A CHUMP OUT OF ME/ : 
THEY’VE BEEN PRETENDING TO ADMIRE MY WORK 
JUST SO THEY COULD STAND LOOKING AT ME 
F WITHOUT DOING ANYTHING THEMSELVES.’ X 
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PERFECT.' THE PAINT 
FEU RIGHT ON _ 
THEM .' -p 


MOW I JUST HOPE MY 
RIM IS GOOD — 


£YOW/yn-. 



IT’S TOO BAD IT FEU ON 
BOTH OF YUH LIKE THAT. 1 
ARE YUH OKAY? i ■ 


GOSH.' I PROPPED THE CAN OF ) 
PAINT ON YUH FELLERS 

CT* BY ACCIDENT.' 

?\ V ACCIDENTALLY 

ON PURPOSE, 
AiU^^ X MEAN.' . 


MY EYES.' 

I CAN’T SEE 


no.' (GRRRR'i i < 

OPINE YUH SPILLED 
^—7 THAT PAINT ON US 
jf^ON PURPOSE' 


( SPLUTTER / 
SPLUTTER.O 

( NEITHER CAN I .' < 
L I’M COVERED WITH 
JT7 PAINT.' , -r^ 


SEE, CHARLIE, HE DID J YEAH.' WELL, YD’RE 
IT ON PURPOSE.' -r-C NOT GOING TO DOUSE US, 
~~F=g — , WITH PAINT AND GET T 

( ( AWAY WITH IT, DEE DICKENS.' 

R ra\\- — —^7 WE’RE GOING TO GIVE YUH 
BfeVrlVW- \ C A GOOD GOING OVER.' f 


ON PURPOSE.' NOW WHY WOULD I DO A THING 
LIKE THAT— EXCEPT IF YUH MAVERICKS WERE 
TRYING TO LET ME P 0 ALL THE WORK WHILE 
YUH JUST STOOD BY WATCHING AND T-'— 
~ 7 DOING NOTHING.' - ~ 
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BUT FIRST I'LL StVE 
YUH WISEACRES A j-* 
SHELLACKING/ 


I SEE WHAR I 'LL HAVE W DO 

3 ALL THE PA IN TIN® , -* 

nr-r MYSELF/ , * 


WH DIDN’T GIVE THE BARN ) 
A GOOD GOING OVER, AND 
YUH WON’T GIVE ME ONE, ) 

. , EITHER/ , 

CULP!) 

ME, T 001 . 


(GULP!) 

1 MISSED. 


NOW AT LEAST IF I DO THREE MEN’S WORK. 
I’LL GET PAID FER IT.' MAYBE THAT WILL 
, TEACH THOSE CRITTER5 NOT TO TRY 
TO PUT A FAST ONE OVER ON 
• r ANYONE ELSE AGAIN.' -B<S 


BEAT IT OR I’LL REALLY BEAT THE 
OUT OF YUH/ -rrs 


-(DICKENS 


>£Y 08 O"i. 



ROCKY’S 


PHOTOGRAPH WITH "BLACK JACK' 
AUTOGRAPHED TO YOU PERSONALLY 


y 



JV'S/ 1 


SEND FOR IT TODAY! 


l 



Encloie rhi» coupon and 25c for one LARGE photo 
(not, a drawing but an actual photograph) of 
•'ROCKY'* and ' BLACK JACK" autographed to you 
personally. 


NAME 


(If you want 
"BLACK JACK" all autographed to you perion- 
ally, enclose $1.00. Addreii: ROCKY LANE, 4024 
North Radford Avenue, North, Hollywood, Calif.) 


■v i 

% 
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REPUBLIC PICTURES' STAR 


CHIEF MARSHAL'S 
— 'OFFICE- - ' 


FT/M A MARSHAL ! COME 
ON INSIDE AND CATCH YOUR 
BREATH.' THEN YOU CAN g 
_,TELL ME WHAT THE J 
It TROUBLE IS '^i 


(GASP/) IS THERE A 
MARSHAL AROUND? 
r IT'S VERY ( «*r 
T IMPORTANT/ J- 


■ ’ x 

Wl m 


DEAD MAN? X RECKON YOU'D T 
'BETTER TEIL ME THE STORY FROM 
THE BEGINNING.' Jb, ^ 


THAR'S A DEAD 
MAN IN MY . 
CABIN.' X 


OKAY' IT WAG LATE 
CHOW SHOP ON MAIL 
nu iuv wav unup 
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'THE OLD MAN JYUH AGAIN, 
l HEADED FEU A ANPERS. 
I BUNCH OF T0U6H- \y 
■ LOOKING HOMERES ) l M 
PLANING CARPS J / 7 , 

IN BACH OF THE "N. V! 

CHOW SHOP AND- ) 


h DON'T THINK V-' If-' I 

yuh'd do that, r — ■ 

anpers: yore T — ' — ' — ■ 

ISON'S PART or C I'P RATHER SEE HIM 
THIS GANG ANP T IN JAIL THAN GO 
IF we goto jail, Jon leaping the 

,S0 DOES HE/ y LIFE OF CRIME \ 
^ , , . —a, YUHVE STEEREP 

\ him into/ / 


THAR'S NOTHING YUH >~ 

can po that will shut 

r_-r ME LIP/ ' 


IT'S ALL YORE FAULT ^AT HE'S 
BECOAie AN OUTLAW.' FIRST YUH 
GET HIM INTO YORE PEST BY ( 
'CHEATING HIM IN CARPS ANP THEN 
YUH FORGEP HIM TO JOIN YOREM 
GANG TO MAKE JZmT 

THE MONEY HE frgP® (up/ . 
, OWES YU H.' 


MINP YORE 
OWN , 
BUSINESS/ 


hectare it 
EASY.' HE'S 
7 AN OLP - 
( MAN ) 


I'LL TOSS 
THE TWO . 
• OF THEM 
OUT, BOSS. 


HELP! 

HELP! 
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AS SENSELESS TO SO BACK 
WITH THOSE HOMBRES.' j 
SINCE THE OLDMAN WAS UN-^ 
COH5CIOUS AND LOOKED BADLY 
HURT, X TOOK HIM UP TO My -< 
CABIN WHERE HE COULPSTAY 
UNTIL I SOT BACK ' BUT WHEN 
I CARRIEP HIM INTOMV SHACK, 



YOU SAY •^THAT'S WHAT THEY 1 
you THINK JCALLEP HIM.' 1 WENT ] 
HIS NAME /THROUGH HIS POCKETS, J 
_. WAS •SBUT X COULDN'T FIND 
l ANGERS' 7 (ANY IP6NTIFICATION ON 

L. V him; all he hap in his 

■I JB POCKETS WERE THIS 
^L1|J ROLL OF BILLS ANP T5 
THIS PICTURE 'X 



THE OU7 
« MAN/ 


THIS COULP BE \I THINK YOU'P 
HIS SON.' IT LOOKS IBETTER POINT 
LIKE A YOUNGER / OUT THAT 


Y RESTAURANT 
TO ME' THE 

Towner might 

I BE ABLE TO TELL 
► ME WHO THOSE 
VARMINTS WERE ■*£ I 
WHOKICKEPTHH 
_ OLPMAN, II 
ARQUNP/ A/l 



"SHORTLY AFTsai.J. THERE'S A 

THIS IS THE PLACeA 
BUT IT PIDN'T HAVE)^,™^™ 0 ^. 5 
THAT SIGN ON IT J UPSTAIRS' 
BEFORE! IT WAS V THE OWNER. 
WIDE OPEN FOR J MIGHT BE LIVING 
BUSINESS WHEN ) ’THERE.' WE'LL 
I PROPEEP k SOON FINP 

in/ yrw out: 




THAT'S NOT SO. 


WHAT FIGHT IN HyAR-' YOU 
MUST BE LOCO.' THIS PLACE 
HAS BEEN CLOSED PER 
PAYS PER ALTERATIONS'^ 


f X WAS IN HYAR ANP 
GOT A CUP OF COFFEE 
EARLIER TONIGHT.' YUH 
WAITEP ON ME M 
. YORESELF.' Aj 
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VUH MUST have prank one too 
muy . BUD.' you WERE NEVER I* 
THIS PUCE TONIGHT.' IF YUH 
D&TMIND, I'D LIKE 70 GO 

BACK TO sleep' 

GOOD NIGHT.' 



THAT /MAN'S V THINK IU HAVE 
LYING! WHAT A LOOK AT THAT 
DO WE DO 1 BODY IN YOUR 
r NOW? W CABIN BEFORE 


I DO ANYTHING 4 
ELSE! YOU CAH 
|7 LEAD THE WAY 
K OUT THERE !y 



M TNt CASiN... \ YOU COULD 

(GULP!) »WW3 ) UP THAT PICTURE 
GONE! YOU MUST ^ANYPLACE, BUT 
THINK I'M LOCO! [ AS YOU SAY, 
BUT WHY SHOULD 1 THERE'D BE NO 
I MAKE UP A •^•POINT IN YOUR 
STORY ABOUT A T MAKING UP A 1 
DEAD MAN BEING! STORY ABOUT A 
IN MY CABIN AND ! DEAD MAN IN , 
WHAR WOULD -^YOUR CABIN.' 



BUT WHAT COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED TO THE- 
h_ n T' BODY? w< 


THERE ARE BLOOD 
STAINS ON THAT SHEET 
AND THAT PROVES THAT 
AN INJURED PERSON A 
HAD BEEN LYING 
— 7 THERE.' ) — 


F it WOULD ONLY GET YOU A"" 
IN TROUBLE IF YOU COULDN'T 
PROVE THE BEST OF YOUR. 

story.' but i believe- 

YOU.' v- - V 


PONE OF THE GANG MIGHT gill 
'HAVE FOLLOWED YOU AND ZT 
WHEN THEY SAW THE OLD 
'MAN WAS DEAD, THEY WAITED ) 

UNTIL YOU LEFT AND THEN J- 

REMOVED THE BODY.' YOU / THAT \ 
’ CAN'T CONVICT ANYONE J MEANS , 
OF MURDER UNLESS r-T THOSE A 
YOU CAW PRODUCE HOMBRES 

^-7 THE BODY OF ARE GOING 

, C THE VICTIM.' TOGETOFF 

L VL SCOT FREE 


IT'S NOT QUITE AS EASY AS THAT/ 
THE FIRST THING I'M GOING TO 
DO IS LOCK YOU UP FOR YOUR 
OWN PROTECTION.' WITH A > 
MURDER ON THEIR HANDS, 
THERE'S NO TELLING WHAT / 
THOSE HOMBRES ^ 

MIGHT DO / 

-r NEXT.' / — 


ri know, ~ 

MIDDLETON, 
.BUT I FORGOT 
I WHAR THE . 
r HIDING ."I 
[ PLACE IS.'I 


WHAT ARE YUH F" " 
DOING HYAR.TOM? 
DIDN'T KRUGG TELL 
YUH THAT YUH 
WEREN'T TO COME 

around hyar 

FER THE NEXT ; \ 
FEW DAYS?/ 


THEN 







ROCKY LANE WESTERN 



IT'S OUTSIDE THAT BIS CAVE IN THE WOOPS.' 1 
NOW REMEMBER. PONT COM S BACK HYAK J 
UNTIL YUH SET THE OKAY SIGN.' THE 
LAW /MIGHT BE KEEPING AN EYE 
mgr ON THIS PLACE.' ' 

— - OKAY 


I'LL JUST FOLLOW 
' THAT HOMBRE/ r 


'GOOD. 1 NOW THE NEXT IMPORTANT 
THING IS NOT TO LET ANDERS' - 
SON KNOW WHAT HAPPENED/ ^ 
’ IF HE SHOULD FIND OUT I KILLED 

THE OLD MAN, HE'D > — ■< 

DROP US FER ' ■ 

GOOD AND 7 
WE NEED ) 

IT HIM.' /, 


THIS OUTFIT WON’T NEED ANY BRAINS 
ANY MORE.' WHAT I JUST HEARD IS 
ENOUGH TO SEND ALL OF YOU TO 
JAIL.' NOW DROP YOUR GUNS JW 

— CTO THE GROUND.' JKrrrCV’t 


SHORTLY AFTER... 7 THE OLD MAN, 

: 1 1 ANDERS, 

WHAT HAPPENED ) RICKED THE BUCKET! 

TO YUH, - 'As SOON AS I SAW 

J TOM? J WEBB LEAVE THE CABIN, 

I REMOVED THE BODy X 
.dtaJ Gal AND BURIED IT BEHIND 2 
JHK the HOUSE/ AMld 


yi'LL SAY WE 
NEED HIM.' HE'S 
TURNING OUT TO 
_ BE THE REAL 
^ BRAINS OF V 
. THIS OUTFIT! M 


BUT, AS THE BANDITS FOLLOW 


murdered 

MY FATHER: 


THEY JUST 
MURDERED 
y YOUR <• 
7 father/ 2 


DROPTHOSE >~\BEFOK£\l DON'T 
SIX-SHOOTERS, (YOU ASK ) KNOW 
Sf MISTER! > — /ME TO /WHAT HE'S 
^ GG/ DO THAT, I \ TALKING 
S SUGGEST YOU ABOUT, 
J WASH YOUR GANG /ANDERS' 
« nQ F MEMBERS WHY ^ 

SiSJn/t I WAS GOING 
T- I S- TO LOCH 
ka«/ THEM UP/ ; 





ROCKY LANE WESTERN 



PROVE IT'S ^ WHOSE. \ I. PONT" AIM TOTAKE_*--> 


KNOCKING AN OLD 
i MAN DOWN ANP 
KICKING HUM IS 
' NO ACCIDENT/ . 


ER, ER -- LOOK 
' ANDERS! THAR'S NO 
SENSE DENYING THAT 
YORE FATHER'S DEAD, 
BUT HE WAS KILLED 
.IN AN ACCIDENT.' F 


NO LIE' GO TO THE WORDS 
CA0IN AND PIG UP/ARE YUH 
THE BODY BEHIND AGOING - 
IT' THAT'S WHERE AO TAKE? 
™ E y BURIED A LAWDOG'S 
OR OURS? i 


EITHER ONE.' WE'RE'GOING 
ITO THAT CABIN AND WE'LL 
-^DIG THERE TO SEE 
WHO'S TELLING THE \ 
TRUTH ! J. 



IF THAT'S \ YOU'LL DO NOTHING, \ 
THE TRUTH, ANDERS! REMEMBER / 
I'LL— /THIS - IF THE LAWDOG A 
k ylocKS US UP, YUH'LL GO 

r? TO JAIL, TOO! yo'RE PART 
* V\ OF THIS GANG, SO VUH'D A 
K \\\ BETTER DECIDE- DO YUH 
WANT TO ROT BEHIND , 
BARS OR NOTT y<‘ 




YUH MUST HAVE BEEN OUT OF YORE 
MIND IF YUH THOUGHT YUH COULD 
V ' v t so T KILL MY FATHER AND 
BL GET AWAY WITH IT.' 


BANG! t 
BANG!, 


ANP WREN ROCKY LANE 
REGAINS CONSCIOUSNESS.’ 



ANDERS MUST HAVE KILLED THEM 
ALL IN REVENGE! ALL BUT THE 

T ONE MISSING MEMBER 

-■" — T — J OFTHEGANG- 

T. THE OWNER . 

K3n^5fcfcV7- OF THAT •* 
IV ” RESTAURANT/ 



V 




ROCKY LANE WESTERN 



EIGHT HYAR.' I SAW YUH COMING FROM THE 
UPSTAIRS WINDOW; FROM THE LOOR ON YORE 
FACE, I KNEW YUH MUST HAVE FOUND OUT . i 
ABOUT YOKE FATHER AND THAT YUH WERE > 
.' NOW I RECKON I'D rA 


MIDDLETON.' TVE 
COME FER YUH.' 
77- WHAK ARE Y 
i VUH7 w-fl 


OUT FER REVENGE. 

BETTER GET OF HYAR 


THAT ONE /MISSED, BUT T DON'T 
-7 AIM TO GIVE YOU THE CHANCE 
c OF FIRING AGAIN.' ^ 


YOU'RE NOT 
r TURNING 
ANYONE 

~7 IN-' ’T 


T GOT HERE TOO LATE J, d 

BUT NOT TOO LATE TO TURN I 

fc*. -» YOU IN FOR 

Ivl— 1 - L - ■ MURDER, 

r { aA -a, Middleton. 


MUH 

SHOOTING 

ARMM_ 


OH, OH/ HE 
/> BROKE THE 
/ RAILING AND ‘ 
A* IS FALLING.' I 
HOPE HE DOESN'T 


• ■U' L- H I— DL/uDli 1 

• BREAK ANY -< 
BONES.' HE'S GOT 

A TRIAL TO GO 
wr TO FOR 
_/ MURDER.' )_ 




<• 



The Big Strike 

(Continued from inside front cover ) 

rich.” Dusty felt his guns being taken from 
his holsters by the man standing behind him. 

He thought to himself, “It would be suicide 
to try anything now!” 

“What do you plan to do with us?” he asked 
the men. 

“Kill you both,” came the cool reply. “It’ll 
look like an accident.” 

Dusty was thinking hard. “And then how 
do you figure to get out of here? You have 
to know this mine to find your way out.” 

The three men looked at each other. “He’s 
right,” one of them said. “We didn’t bank on 
the mine being so complicated.” They went 
into a huddle. “Let’s make the old man lead 
us out of here,” the tall one whispered. “I’ll 
drop match sticks along the way so we can 
find our way back. When we get near the 
entrance, we’ll polish off both of them and 
come back for the silver.” The others nodded 
in agreement. 

“Okay, old man,” the tall one said, “lead us 
out and we’ll let you both go. Nothing held 
against either of you if you forget the whole 
thing.” 

Robert cringed in terror, but Dusty’s mind 
was working fast and he promptly nodded. 
“Fine,” he said. “I’ll get you out on those 
terms.” 

Once again he led the four of them through 
seemingly endless chambers and tunnels. Pres- 
ently they emerged into a chamber and Dusty 
held his lantern high. “Hey, what’s that?” one 
of the men asked. He pointed to a sign that 
read: “Caution — Blasting Operations Under 
Way in this Tunnel Today.” 

"What does that mean?” they demanded of 
Dusty. 

“A couple of miners still work around here,” 
he replied, “and they blast now and then. It’s 
a warning to stay clear of the blasting area.” 

“Then get us out of here,” the tall man said 
with a trace of panic in his voice. 

“Why should I?” Dusty said. “You’re going 
to kill us anyway. You can’t fool me. We might 
as well die together when the blast goes off.” 

“We’ll kill you right now if you don’t lead 
us out.” 

“Then hovy will you get out?” Dusty said 
quietly. “You don’t know your way around the 
mine. You might be ten feet from the TNT 
when it goes off.” 

The three men looked at him desperately. 
“Hand over your guns,” Dusty said, “and I’ll 
lead you out.” 

The men whispered among themselves for 


a moment. Then, slowly, they handed their 
guns over to Dusty. He stuck two of them in 
his belt and covered them with the third. “Now 
get moving,” he growled. “I’ll tell you which 
way to go.” 

In about half an hour, a stream of light in- 
dicated the entrance. “Now march along quiet- 
ly,” Dusty said as he noticed two of the men 
whispering. “I’ve got you covered.” 

Suddenly, the tall man wheeled around and 
charged headlong toward Dusty. In his hand, 
a long knife blade gleamed. Dusty fired from 
the hip, but the knife-wielder staggered on 
and lunged at him violently. Dusty fired again 
and the tall man crumpled to the floor, wound- 
ed, but his two companions were on top of 
Dusty before he could fire at them. They sent 
him crashing to the ground beneath their com- 
bined weight and grappled with him for the 
guns. 

Suddenly, with a tremendous effort, Dusty 
wrested himself free for a split second. He 
fired point-blank into the face of one of his 
attackers and then wheeled around to crack 
the other in the face with the barrel of his 
six-shooter. The battle ended as suddenly as 
it had begun. Dusty wearily lifted himself to 
his feet and surveyed the bloody forms that 
lay stretched around him. 

Robert, who had been cringing against the 
wall of the tunnel, now stepped out and grasp- 
ed Dusty’s hand. “We’d both be dead if not 
for you, Dusty!” he said. “I don’t know how 
to thank you.” 

They left one dead man in the tunnel and 
loaded the two who had survived the battle 
on horses and delivered them to the sheriff’s 
office. 

As they left the office, Robert, still shaking 
from his close brush with death, said to Dusty, 
“It was lucky that they were blasting in the 
mine today. Otherwise, we wouldn’t have had 
a chance!” 

iiTHERE WAS no blasting in that mine, 
■ Son!” Dusty said with a smile. “That 
sign is over twenty years old! Someone just 
forgot to remove it!” 

“Are you serious?” Robert gasped. 

“I sure am,” Dusty replied. “I had to think 
of something quick because I know those fel- 
lows weren’t going to let us go. So I remem- 
bered where that sign was and went through 
that chamber to take a chance on it!” 

Robert was so grateful that he shared the 
silver fifty-fifty with Dusty. The old prospec- 
tor had finally gotten his one big strike! 

THE END 



IT'S EASY TO BUILD THESE 
LIFE-LIKE MODELS FROM 
MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED 
FULL-SIZE PLANS] > 


CUMMINS DIESEL Plan No. 431 50c 

Front-wheel-drive model of the first Diesel race car to qualif> 
at Indianapolis. This 9-incher can fake a midget gas engirte 


MILLER SPECIAL Plan No. 432 


50< BAKER ELECTRIC Plan No. 429 50i 



BATTERY MATE Plan No. 420 50e 

This midget cruiser, 18 inches long, performs realistically with 
tiny, battery-powered outboard motor. A beauty, easy to make. 


CHEVROLET BELAIR Plan No. *36 50c 

This model is driven with a tiny electric motor and features 
headlights that light up! Wheelbase 7 J /» inches, body of balsa. 






